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Project Citizen - Rhode Island Showcase Award (2005)


	Jeffrey Parenteau


	John F. Deering Middle School


	West Warwick, RI


TOPIC:  Developing a school recycling program


Jeff has been an active Project Citizen (Summer Institute 2001) teacher.  This year marks the second year his students represented Rhode Island and the second year his students received a superior rating.  Congratulations Jeff and students!  To view all state entrants to the national showcase, please go to the Center for Civic Education website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.civiced.org" ��www.civiced.org�


School Violence Prevention Demonstration Project





This program is new to Rhode Island.  Ten teachers from two Providence, RI middle schools integrated Project Citizen with Foundations of Democracy into meaningful instructional strategies.  This pilot was a success led by Patricia Geary and Torie Zannini both of whom attended the 2004 Project Citizen Institute.  Next year, this project will be expanded to 20 teachers and six schools.


National Constitutional Day





Please note that September 17th is national Constitutional Day.  There is a national effort to promote the importance of civic education.  Many schools are planning a variety of activities.  I would suggest that you visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.civiced.org" ��www.civiced.org� for grade appropriate lessons. The National Archives is another excellent site (� HYPERLINK http://www.archives.gov ��www.archives.gov�)





Web Sites


Please remember all Center for Civic Education programs and information are on their web site.  The Rhode Island website is in the process of being restructured to be a more organized and user friendly site.  Please visit both sites.





From the Coordinator





We the People Programs – Rhode Island has as one of its objectives to publish periodic newsletters.  The purpose of the newsletter is to be a brief overview of the following:


General information


Upcoming events


Professional Development opportunities


This newsletter will be widely distributed and found at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.civiced-ri.org" ��www.civiced-ri.org� website.  If you don’t want a copy e-mailed to you on a regular basis, please contact me @ � HYPERLINK mailto:mtrofi@westwarwickpublicschools.com ��mtrofi@westwarwickpublicschools.com�





Civitas Program





Rhode Island has a strong history of being connected to an international Project Citizen Program with teachers from the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland through an organization called Cooperation Ireland (Dublin/Belfast/New York).





This program at first was a Project Citizen training program at Salve Regina University, Newport, RI which brought Irish and American teachers together.  Later, this program evolved into a physical and technological exchange between Irish and Rhode Island teachers.  Importantly, there were visits to each other’s communities and schools.





This program will be evolving again.  Idaho teachers will be joining the exchange.  There will be more emphasis on a virtual exchange.  (For example: This year, I sent materials to Irish teachers working on the topic of “bullying”.  Later, I was a virtual judge who critiqued two Irish schools on their on-line showcase presentations.  To me, this was an exciting venture).





Rhode Island teachers – more information to follow!


Summer Institute Questionnaire





Rhode Island has hosted eight Project Citizen Institutes at Salve Regina University in Newport, RI.  This past winter, 2003/2004 participants were requested to respond to a brief questionnaire.  The responses were lengthy.  To give a brief report, liberty was taken in formulating represented responses.





Respondents stated that Project Citizen is used in a variety of environments.


Grades 5 – 9 – AmeriCorps classes – Service Learning classes and with adult education;


Everyone who responded (60%) used Project Citizen with many using PC with multiple classes.


Participation in the PC Institute gave individuals:


confidence to do the program


a good understanding of the process


an appreciation of PC’s purpose


The Summer Institute expanded classroom practice in the following ways.


used more cooperative learning techniques


became more pro-active as a teacher


utilized more problem-solving techniques


became a better teacher


Project Citizen has 435 District Coordinators which match the number of Congressional districts.  Four Institute graduates are now part of that network.


The questionnaire asked for quotable quotes.  The following were representative comments:


It was the best professional 


development I experienced.


It was a great opportunity to meet and talk with others who are passionate about education.


Project Citizen meets many of our state standards in writing, research, oral presentations, problem solving and civic education all in one.


There were only three respondents who wanted assistance from their state coordinators.  


They wanted:


Direct contact with their district/state coordinators


Tips on how to do PC in three/four weeks


Aid in paying for the poster boards





Several teachers sent pictures.  Please view samplings on the opposite page. 
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Glen Nerbak of ME (PC Institute ’03) students greeting a guest at the National Showcase in Salt Lake City
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Jim Brinling of PA (PC Institute ’03) students sharing their research
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Glen’s students reviewing their project with a visitor


Next Edition


	In the next edition, a glimpse of Project Citizen and We the People Summer Institutes will be highlighted.  There will also be an update of all Center for Civic Education programs.
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