 Choosing Responsibilities

By:  Dawn Scroggins
Lesson Guide

Lesson Overview:

     This lesson begins with the concept that people may have competing or conflicting responsibilities.  The children will interact with the two stories-- Chapter 3 of The Zookeeper Learns About Responsibility and What Moms Can’t Do as the teacher reads them.  They will use the provided questions to examine the characters’ responsibilities.  They will create responsibility posters which will be shared with classmates.  The posters will be used to encourage a concluding class discussion.

Suggested Grade Level:
Kindergarten

Estimated Time to Complete:

45 minutes per day for two days

Lesson Objectives: 

Upon completion of the lesson, students will be able to

*identify common responsibilities

*identify competing responsibilities

Common Core Standards:

SVPDP- What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy?  What are important responsibilities of Americans?

Literature: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in text.

Foundational Skills: Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.
Writing:  With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources.

Speaking and Listening:  Contribute to conversation through multiple exchanges.

Language:  Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately.

Materials Needed:

What Moms Can’t Do by Douglas Wood

Large manila paper for each child

Markers, crayons, pencils

Lesson Procedures:
On the first day, read the beginning of lesson four, pages 34-35.  Next read and discuss Chapter 3 of The Zookeeper Learns About Responsibility.  Through the reading and chapter discussion, children discover that people are often faced with competing responsibilities and have to make choices about accepting and/or completing the responsibilities. Discuss Martin’s dilemma using pages 36-38 of the activity book.   
To introduce the second day, ask children to pair-share with partners reviewing chapter 3 of The Zookeeper Learns About Responsibility.  They may recall what has occurred so far in the story, considering and discussing Martin’s choices and his difficulty in deciding which responsibilities to accept. 
 Introduce the book What Moms Can’t Do.  Point to and read the title.  Have the children count the words and letters in the title, clapping the syllables as reading.  Take a picture walk of the book, allowing the children to examine illustrations and predict to partners what the story is about and how it will end.  Ask them to discuss who may have responsibilities in the story and why they believe this.
Read the book What Moms Can’t Do.  Discuss that the child in the story discovered what responsibilities his mother had and the kinds of conflicts they caused.  Provide the children with one example from the book such as, the mother provides a breakfast of yogurt and bran flakes instead of Yummos with purple marshmallows.  Have the children identify the mothers responsibilities and use the provided questions from page 39 in the activity book to examine the story.  
Give each child a large piece of manila paper.  Explain that they are to write a sentence about a responsibility that their mother/or another adult in their house has and then design an illustration of that person performing his/her responsibility.  The teacher may provide a sentence starter which includes important vocabulary such as “My mom’s responsibility is….”  Children may dictate the sentence to the teacher or use their individual children’s writing to express themselves.

When all children have finished, they should be encouraged to share their responsibility posters.  They should be ready to explain why the depicted responsibility is important. 
Correlations to SVPDP Curricula:

Foundations of Democracy Responsibility Lesson 4; Lap Book, K-2 Level, The Zookeeper Learns About Responsibility, Chapter 3
