We Choose by Voting

By: Dawn Scroggins

Lesson Overview:

     This lesson begins with the concept that a vote is a way to choose and participate as a responsible citizen.  The children will be reminded of chapter 4 of Orb and Effy Learn About Authority.  Then, the children will read the story Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?   They will interact with the story.  They will experience the concept of voting by selecting their favorite animal from the story.  They will illustrate and write about the animal.  They will share their choices with the class, as the teacher tallies children’s choices.  The class will examine and discuss the tally graph used for voting.   
Suggested Grade Level:

Kindergarten

Estimated time to Complete:

One hour
Lesson Objectives:

After completion of the lesson, students will be able to:

*explain that voting is a method of group decision making.

*understand the voting process.
Common Core Standards:  

SVPDP- What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy? F. How can Americans participate in their government?
Literature- With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

Reading- With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in text.

Foundational Skills: 1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.  3. Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

Writing:  With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

Speaking and Listening:  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners in small and large groups.

Language:  Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately.
Materials Needed:

Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?  By Bill Martin, Jr.

Favorite Animal template for each child

Tally Chart for use by the teacher

Markers, crayons, pencils

Lesson Procedures:

On the first day, teachers should revisit page 32 of Orb and Effy Learn About Authority, remind students that when Orb took his authority too far, the people of Bubble Land wanted to vote for someone else to have authority.  That means they wanted to choose a new leader.  Explain that a vote is a choice.  
Next, introduce the story Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?, written by Bill Martin, Jr.. Point to and read the title, having the children echo read with you.  Have the children count the words and letters in the title, clapping the syllables as well.  Take a picture walk of the book, examining the illustrations, allowing the children to predict to partners what the story is about and how it will end.

Read the story to the children, encouraging them to participate as the story is read by making noises like the various animals.  Read the story again this time encouraging students to read the story with you, since it is very predictable.  Ask the children to help you create a list of the animals from the story in the sequence that they were introduced and record the animal names, and colors, for use on a class tally chart.
Explain to the children that they are going to vote for which animal is the class favorite.  Ask the children to explain to their partners that when one votes one is making a choice. Ask children to explain to their partners why voting is the same as making a choice.  Explain to the children that there are many ways to vote such as raising hands for favorites, saying yes or no to choices, having someone record favorite responses on a graph or writing their favorite choice on a piece of paper.
Give each child a template which says “My favorite animal is_______.  His color is____.”  Explain that they will vote by writing their favorite animal’s name on the first line, then write the animals color on the second line.  The children may refer back to the teacher created class tally sheet for the animal names and colors.  They will also create their own illustration of the animal on their paper.  
The children will regroup to share their choices/votes.  The teacher will make a tally mark on the class tally sheet, illustrating the voting process.  Ask the children… Which animal had the most votes?  Which animal had the least votes?  How did you know which animal won?  

To conclude the lesson, point out that not all people agree.  Explain to children that people express their opinions by voting, just like they expressed theirs when choosing a favorite animal or the Bubble People expressed theirs in the Orb and Effy story.

The animal pictures may be displayed on a real graph in the hallway.

Correlations to SVPDP Curricula:

Foundations of Democracy Lap Book, K-2 level, Orb and Effy Learn About Authority, Chapter 4, page 32.  
Name________________________________

My favorite animal is________________________.

His color is________________________________.
