 What is Responsibility?

By:  Dawn Scroggins

Teacher’s Guide
Lesson Overview:

     This lesson develops the concept that responsibility is the duty to do or not to do something, or to behave in a certain way.  The children will discuss responsibilities that they have at home.  They will interact with the nursery rhyme, “Little Boy Blue.”  They will use the provided questions, examples and intellectual tools to discuss the rhyme.  The children will create a new ending to the rhyme, which will then be shared with and explained to classmates.  The new ending should show Little Boy Blue acting responsibly.
Suggested Grade Level:

Kindergarten

Estimated Time to Complete:

45 minutes each for two days

Lesson Objectives:

Upon completion of the lesson, students will be able to

*define the vocabulary word “responsibility”

*identify examples of responsibility

*discuss how to complete a responsibility

Common Core Standards:

SVPDP What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy?  What are important responsibilities of Americans?

Literature- With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

Reading- With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in text.

Foundational Skills: 1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.  3. Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

Writing:  With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

Speaking and Listening:  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners in small and large groups.

Language:  Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately.

Materials Needed:

“Little Boy Blue” chart written on poster paper

“Little Boy blue” template sheet for each child

Markers, crayons, pencils

Lesson Procedures:

1. On the first day, teachers will read and discuss chapter 1 of The Zookeeper Learns About Responsibility.  Use page three in the activity book to help students define and understand responsibility.  Then use pages four through seven to discuss what happened in chapter one of the story.   

2. To introduce the second day, review with children that carrying out responsibilities causes good things to happen.  Teachers may wish to refer back to The Zookeeper Learns About Responsibility, chapter 1, throughout the lesson.  Have the children pair-share, discussing responsibilities that they have at home.  Talk about what happens when they do not fulfill responsibilities.  
3. Read the nursery rhyme, “Little Boy Blue.”  Point to and read the title, counting the words in the title and identifying the beginning letters of each.  Distinguish and circle l’s (use a red marker) and b’s (use a blue marker).  As letters are identified, children may practice writing the letters on the backs of neighbors with magic pencils (their fingers).

Read and echo the nursery rhyme line by line, clapping the rhythm as it is read.

Identify the word “responsibility” as important vocabulary.  Ask the children to discuss what responsibility Little Boy Blue had.  The teacher may want to model the use the questions from the previous day’s lesson to discuss how he reacted to his responsibilities.  Questions may include:  What are some things that Little Boy Blue ought to do?  What will happen if he does these things?  What can happen if he does not do them?

Give each child a template which includes the nursery rhyme to read, with the ending line missing.  Teachers may choose to do this activity as a large group.  Ask each child to create a new ending sentence for the rhyme which shows Little Boy Blue being responsible.  This ending may be dictated to the teacher or use children’s writing.  Illustrate the new rhyme.
To conclude, children may share their work with classmates.  The writings may be collected and bound to create a class book.  

An option for teachers to further the lesson would be to responsibilities held by government authorities or school authorities such as teacher, principal, nurse, bus driver, cafeteria cooks, janitors, etc.  Students should be asked about their responsibilities and what happens if they do or do not fulfill them.  
Correlations to SVPDP Curricula:

Foundations of Democracy Responsibility Lesson One; Lap book, K-2 level, The Zookeeper Learns About Responsibility,  Chapter 1
Little Boy Blue come blow your horn.

The sheep are in the meadow.

The cows are in the corn.

Where is the boy who looks after the sheep?

He is______________________________

__________________________________.
