Who Has Authority? 
By:  Dawn Scroggins

Lesson Overview:
     This lesson begins with the concept that in the absence of rules or people with authority, life would be unpleasant or dangerous.  Students will develop the concept that authority is the right to exercise power.   They will read the story Miss Nelson is Missing.  They will discuss and generate a word spider (graphic organizer) consisting of authority figures.  They will create individual authority “bingo” cards, with which to play authority “bingo”.  The students will explain authority and why people have or are given it.  They will also explain the difference between power with authority and power without authority.
Suggested Grade Level:  
Kindergarten

Estimated Time to Complete:

45 minutes per day for two days

Lesson Objectives:

After completion of the lesson, students will be able to:

*define authority as the right to exercise power.

*recognize that authority is useful in society.

*identify important figures of authority.

*identify a situation in which a person uses power without the authority to do so.
Common Core Standards:

SVPDP:  What are the roles of the citizen in American democracy? What is the importance of political leadership and public service?

Literature: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in text.

Foundational Skills: Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.
Writing:  With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources.
Speaking and Listening:  Contribute to conversation through multiple exchanges.

Language:  Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately.

Materials Needed:

Miss Nelson is Missing, Harry Allard

Blank chart paper for use during generation of authority figures word spider

“bingo” template for each child 

Manipulative used to cover spaces

Markers, crayons, pencils

Lesson Procedures:

1.  On the first day, teachers will read, ask questions as outlined in the story and discuss Chapter One of Orb and Effy Learn About Authority.  Through the reading, children will come to understand that if there were no rules, or people with authority, life would be unpleasant or dangerous.   The teacher and students will stress that authority is important to society.
2.  To introduce the second day, discuss with children that “authority” is the right to exercise power and that leaders who have been given authority help us follow the rules through their power.  Ask the children to pair share, discussing with partners, people who have authority in their homes.  Explain to partners why they have authority in the home.  Ask the children to pair share, people who do not have authority, but use power without authority (ie…bullying, people cutting in line, older children who tell them to move, etc. ).
3.  Introduce the book Miss Nelson is Missing.  Point to and read the title.  Have the children count the words and letters in the title, clapping the syllables as well.  Take a picture walk of the book, allowing the children to predict to partners what the story is about and how it will end.  Ask them to discuss who may have authority in the story and why they believe this.
4.  Read the book, Miss Nelson is Missing.  Discuss with the students that the school children discovered what happened when they misbehaved because there was an absence of authority. Compare this situation to the situation read in the previous days’ story, Orb and Effy Learn About Authority.   

5.  Share with children that authority figures are found in all areas of life.  Authority figures help to lead and guide people.  Generate a large group word spider (put the words “authority figures” written in the middle of a chart page with a circle around it, the spider’s legs are lines coming from the circle with authority figure names written on them, such as principal) consisting of leaders found at home, at school, in the community and in the state.  Pair share to discuss with partners the authority held by each figure named.
6.  Give each child an authority figure “bingo” template.  They are to select the names of eight authority figures to write and/or illustrate in each empty space.
7.  Provide the children with manipulatives (ie…bingo markers, beans) for use when covering spaces during the game.  

8.  The teacher will randomly call the names of authority figures from the word spider.  Children will cover spaces with manipulatives as called, by either reading their words or illustrations.  It is the teacher’s choice as to how many must be covered to win the “bingo” game, depending on the time allowed.  

9.  To conclude the lesson, children will discuss the authority figures that they chose.  Explain how each has authority.  “Bingo” cards may be kept for use in small reading groups, which would provide an excellent opportunity for a small group review of concepts covered.

Correlations to SVPDP Curricula:

Foundations of Democracy Lap book, K-2 level, Orb and Effy Learn About Authority, Chapter 1
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