[image: image4.jpg]10 eonle




We the People:  The Citizen and the Constitution

Literature Connections

Unit One:  What basic ideas about government did the Founders have?

(Colonies, republican government, constitutional 





government, Declaration of Independence, state governments)

Abnett, Dan. George Washington and the American Revolution. 1st ed. New York: PowerKids Press, 2007.

A concise biography of George Washington, chronicling his life from his childhood in Virginia, through his 
military career, to his election as the first president of the United States. Presented in graphic form.

Interest Level: 3-6   Reading Level: 3.2
Adler, David A. Heroes of the Revolution. 1st ed. New York: Holiday House, c2003.

Profiles twelve men and women who had a significant impact on the American Revolution.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level 4.4
Allen, Thomas B.  George Washington, Spymaster: How the Americans Outspied the British and Won the 
Revolutionary War.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2004.

A biography of Revolutionary War general and first President of the United States, George Washington, 
focusing on his use of spies to gather intelligence that helped the colonies win the war.


Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 7.3
Aronson, Marc.  The Real Revolution:  the Global Story of American Independence. Clarion Books,  2005.

A comprehensive look at the ideas, beliefs, and individuals behind the creation of America.  This book delves 
into the “real revolution” that took place in the minds of average citizens.

Interest Level:  Young Adult
Brennan, Linda Crotta. The Black Regiment of the American Revolution. 1st ed. North Kingstown, RI: Moon 
Mountain Pub., c2004.

Explains how Rhode Island's Black Regiment was formed during the American Revolution, describes several of its 
members, and chronicles the Battle of Rhode Island in 1778, providing color maps and illustrations and 
informative sidebars.

Interest Level: 3-6 
Reading Level: 5.7
Cheney, Lynne.  When Washington Crossed the Delaware: a Wintertime Story for Young Patriots. New York: Simon 
& Schuster Books for Young Readers, c2004.

Tells the story of how General George Washington led his exhausted, defeated troops across the Delaware on 
Christmas night 1776 to attack the Hessians and the British at Trenton and Princeton, turning the tide of the 
Revolution in favor of the Americans.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.3
Cheripko, Jan.  Caesar Rodney’s Ride: The Story of an American Patriot. Honesdale, PA: Boyd Mills Press, 2004.


The story of Caesar Rodney of Delaware, who was determined to sign the Declaration of Independence.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 7.0
Davies, Jacqueline.  Tricking the Tallyman.  New York:  Knopf,  2009.


In 1790, the suspicious residents of a small Vermont town try to trick the man who has been sent to count their 
population for the first United States Census.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 2.4
Glaser, Jason. Patrick Henry: Liberty or Death. Mankato, Minn.: Capstone Press, c2006.

Presents a short biography of American patriot Patrick Henry written in graphic novel format, and focuses on his 
outspoken cause for liberty during the American Revolutionary period.

Interest Level: 5-8
Fleming, Candace.  The Hatmaker’s Sign:  A Story.  New York : Orchard Books, 1998

To heal the hurt pride of Thomas Jefferson as Congress makes changes to his Declaration of Independence, 
Benjamin Franklin tells his friend the story of a hatmaker and his sign.

Interest Level: 2-3
Fradin, Dennis B. Let it Begin Here! : Lexington & Concord: First Battles of the American Revolution.  New York: 
Walker, 2005.

Presents a short history of the Battles of Lexington and Concord, and describes how the rebel leaders were warned 
of the approaching British and the standoff between seventy Lexington militiamen and two hundred fifty British 
regulars.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.8
Fradin, Dennis B.  The Signers: the 56 Stories Behind the Declaration of Independence.  New York: Walker and 
Company,  2002.

Looks at the range of men who were willing to risk their lives, fortunes and honor to sign the Declaration of 
Independence.

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 8.7
Furgang, Kathy. The Declaration of Independence and Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania. 1st ed. New York: 
PowerKids Press, 2002.

Decribes the life of Benjamin Franklin and his contributions as a statesman to the American colonies.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.9
Furgang, Kathy. The Declaration of Independence and Robert Livingston of New York. 1st ed. New York: PowerKids 
Press, 2002.

Describes the life of Robert Livingston, including his involvement in the American Revolution, the building of 
New York State, and the Louisiana Purchase.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.6
Gregory, Kristiana. Five Smooth Stones: Hope's Diary. 1st ed. New York: Scholastic, 2001.

In her diary, a young girl writes about her life and the events surrounding the beginning of the American 
Revolution in Philadelphia in 1776.  Fiction

Interest Level: K-3   Out of Print, Check your school or local library
Grodin, Elissa.  D is for Democracy: a Citizen’s Alphabet.  Chelsea, Mich.: Sleeping Bear Press, c2007

Presents a children's A to Z alphabet book on democracy and explains the government's structure and concepts 
including immigration and taxation.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.5
Herbert, Janis, 1956-. The American Revolution for Kids: a History with 21Activities. 1st ed. Chicago: Chicago 
Review Press, c2002.

Discusses the events of the American Revolution, from the hated Stamp Act and the Boston Tea Party to the 
British surrender at Yorktown and the writing of the Constitution. Activities include making a tricorn hat and 
discovering local history.

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 5.8
Kirkpatrick, Katherine.  Redcoats and Petticoats.  New York:  Holiday House, 1999.


Members of a family in the village of Setauket on Long Island are displaced by the Redcoats and serve as spies for 
the Revolutionary Army of George Washington.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.2
Krensky, Stephen.  Dangerous Crossing: the Revolutionary Voyage of John Quincy Adams.  New York: Dutton 
Children's Books, c2005

Presents an illustrated, narrative, account of the events in 1778, when ten-year-old Johnny Adams accompanies his 
father, John Adams, on a dangerous mid-winter voyage from Massachusetts to Paris in hopes of gaining support 
for the colonies during the American Revolution.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.7
Krensky, Stephen.  Paul Rever’s Midnight Ride. New York:  Harper Collins, 2003

Students travel with Paul Revere from Boston to Lexington, where he hears the first shot of the American 
Revolution.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 5.0
Leavitt, Amie Jane.  The Declaration of Independence in Translation: What it Really Means.  Mankato, Minn.: 
Capstone Press, c2009.

Presents the Declaration of Independence in both its original version and in a translated version using everyday 
language; and describes the events that led to the creation of the document and its significance through history.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.8

Marzollo, Jean.  In 1776. New York: Scholastic, 1994


Rhyming text and illustrations describe how the colonists declared their independence from Great Britain in 1776.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 2.9

McDonald, Megan. Judy Moody Declares Independence. 1st ed. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2005.

After learning about the American Revolution on a family trip to Boston, Judy Moody makes her own Declaration 
of Independence and tries to prove that she is responsible enough to have more freedoms, such as a larger 
allowance and her own bathroom. Fiction

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 3.6
Miller, Brandon M.  Growing Up in Revolution and the New Nation, 1775-1800.  New York: Lerner Publishing, 2003

Presents the daily life of children in America 1775 to 1800.  Each two page spread contains quotations or
sidebars along with drawings, portraits and pictures of artifacts.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.2
Noble, Trinka Hakes. The Scarlet Stockings Spy. Chelsea, MI: Sleeping Bear Press, c2004.

In 1777 Philadelphia, young Maddy Rose spies for General Washington's army by using an unusual code to 
communicate with her soldier brother.  Fiction

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.6
Olson, Nathan. Nathan Hale: Revolutionary Spy. Mankato, Minn.: Capstone Press, c2006.

Presents a short biography of American patriot Nathan Hale written in graphic novel format, and focuses on his 
life as a soldier, leader, war hero, and American spy.

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 3.4
Osborne, Mary Pope. Revolutionary War on Wednesday. New York: Random House, c2000.

Using their magic tree house, Jack and Annie travel back to the time of the American Revolution and help General 
George Washington during his famous crossing of the Delaware River. Fiction


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 3.8
Osborne , Mary Pope and Natalie Pope Boyce.  American Revolution: a Nonfiction Companion to Revolutionary War 
on Wednesday.  New York: Random House, c2004

Presents a picture of life in colonial America and reviews the causes and major events of the American Revolution.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.6
Smith, Lane. John, Paul, George & Ben.  New York: Hyperion Books for Children, c2006.


A humorous look at the early lives of five founding fathers of the United States, including George Washington, John 
Hancock, Paul Revere, Ben Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.5
St. George, Judith.  The Journey of the One and Only Declaration of Independence.  New York: Philomel Books, 
c2005

.
An illustrated introduction to the Declaration of Independence, from its origin to its final home in the National 
Archives. 


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3-6
Turner, Ann Warren. When Mr. Jefferson Came to Philadelphia: What I Learned of Freedom, 1776. 1st ed. [New 
York]: HarperCollins, c2003.

In Philadelphia in 1776, Ned meets Thomas Jefferson, who is staying in his mother's inn while debating the topic 
of freedom in Congress and writing the Declaration of Independence. Fiction

Interest Level: K-3
Out of print, check you school or local library
Wirkner, Linda.  Learning about America's Colonial Period with Graphic Organizers. New York: Rosen, 2006.

Presents a short study on the American colonial period, and contains graphic organizers that help to describe the 
political, economic, social, and religious life in the colonies as well as European influences.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 6.0
Wirkner, Linda.  Learning About Life in the New American Nation with Graphic Organizers.  New York: Rosen, 
2006.

Presents a short study of life in the American colonies, and describes the Article of Confederation and their 
weaknesses, Constitutional Convention and the U.S. Constitution, leaders of the new nation, and American 
culture.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 6.0
Wirkner, Linda. Learning About the American Revolution with Graphic Organizers. 1st ed. New York : Rosen, 2006.

The end of one war, the beginning of another -- Dividing the colonists -- War breaks out -- The Declaration of 
Independence -- Leaders of the Revolution -- War times -- The war goes on -- Joining the fight -- The end of the 
Revolution -- After the Revolution. Presents a short study of the American Revolution, and describes the 
Declaration of Independence, leaders of the Revolution, major battles, those who fought, and more.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 6.0
Unit Two: How did the Framers write our Constitution?


(Philadelphia Convention, Representatives in Congress, Slavery)

Burgan, Michael.  The Creation of the U.S. Constitution.  Mankato, Minn. : Capstone Press, c2007.

In graphic novel format, tells the story of the debates, disagreements, and compromises that led to the formation of 
the U.S. Constitution during 1787.

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 4.5

Fradin, Dennis Brindell.  The Founders: the 39 Stories Behind the U.S. Constitution.  New York: Walker, 2005.

Presents a collection of stories that explain the formation of the United States Constitution and the men that wrote 
it.  


Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 6.5
Fritz, Jean. Shh!  We’re Writing the Constitution.  New York: Penguin Putnam Books for Young Readers, 1998, 
c1987. 

Describes how the Constitution came to be written and ratified. Also includes the full text of the document 
produced by the Constitutional Convention of 1787

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.7
Graves, Kerry A.  The Constitution: The Story Behind America's Governing Document.  Chelsea Clubhouse, p2004.


Describes the process of writing the Constitution, how it became law, what the document means, and how it has 
kept the United States government strong as the country has grown and changed.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 6.0
Levy, Elizabeth.  -If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution.  New York: Scholastic, 1992.

Explains the developments leading up to the writing of the Constitution, what the Constitution is, and what 
happened during the Constitutional Convention.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 5.2
McCully, Emily Arnold.  The Escape of Oney Judge: Martha Washington’s Slave Finds Freedom.  New York: Farrar, 
2007.

Young Oney Judge risks everything to escape a life of slavery in the household of George and Martha Washington 
and to make her own way as a free black woman. Easy Fiction.  

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.5
Rappaport, Doreen.  Freedom Ship.  New York : Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books for Children, c2006.


Based upon the true story of Robert Smalls, a slave who kidnapped a Confederate ship and its 
weaponry and 
delivered it to the Union along with several runaway slaves.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 2.3

Schultz, Charles M.; adapted by Justine and Ron Fontes.  Here's to You, America! New York: Little Simon, c2002.

Charlie Brown and the Peanuts gang watch the Constitution being formulated in Philadelphia in 1787.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.0
Unit Three: How does the Constitution organize our government?


(Preamble to the Constitution, Constitution, legislative branch, executive 
branch, judicial branch, federal system of government)

Barnes, Peter W. and Cheryl Shaw Barnes.  House Mouse, Senate Mouse.  Alexandria, VA : VSP Books, c1996.

The Squeaker of the House and the Senate Mouse-jority Leader have a big job to do: Miss Tuftmore's second 
grade class in Moussouri has written Congress with an idea for a law to declare a National Cheese! But in a big 
country, it's not always easy to get everyone to agree on an important issues.  Easy Fiction.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 2.8
Barnes , Peter W. and Cheryl Shaw Barnes.  Marshall, the Courthouse Mouse: A Tail of the U.S. Supreme Court.  
Alexandria, VA: VSP Books, 1998. 

Explains the role of the judicial branch through Chief Justice Marshall Mouse and his fellow justices on the 
Supreme Court of the United Mice of America. Shows how Court cases arise, how they are argued, and how the 
justices 
make a decision.  Easy Fiction.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.5
Barnes, Peter W., 1958-. Woodrow for President: a Tail of Voting, Campaigns, and Elections. Alexandria, VA: VSP 
Books, c1999.

Follows Woodrow G. Washingtail from his birth, through a lifetime of civic and community service, to the office 
of President of the United Mice of America.  Easy Fiction.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.6
Barnes, Peter W. and Cheryl Shaw Barnes.  Woodrow, the White House Mouse.  New York: Scholastic, [2000], 
c1998.


The rooms and furnishings of the White House are featured through the story of Woodrow G. Washingtail, a 
mouse who is elected President of the United Mice of America and moves into the historic mansion along with the 
people's president. Easy Fiction.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.5
Boyd, Bentley.  Constitution Construction.  Chester Comix, p2003.


 Chester the Crab teaches children how the United States Constitution was created and why it is so important to the 
American people.     

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.9
Burgan, Michael.  The Creation of the U.S. Constitution.  Mankato, Minn.: Capstone Press, c2007

In graphic novel format, tells the story of the debates, disagreements, and compromises that led to the formation of 
the U.S. Constitution during 1787.     


Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 4.5
Catrow,  David.  We the Kids:  the Preamble to the Constitution of the United States of America.  New York: Puffin 
Books, 2005.


An illustrated preamble to the Constitution of the United States of America.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.3
Cheney, Lynne.  We the People:  The Story of Our Constitution.  New York:  Simon & Schuster, 2008

In May 1787 delegates from across the country—including George Washington, James Madison, and Benjamin 
Franklin—gathered in Philadelphia and, meeting over the course of a sweltering summer, created a new 
framework for governing: the Constitution of the United States. Their efforts turned a shaky alliance of states into 
a nation that would prosper and grow powerful, drawing its strength for centuries to come from "We the people" 
and inspiring hope for freedom around the world.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 8.3
DiPucchio, Kelly S.  Grace for President. New York: Hyperion Books for Children, c2008.

After finding out there has never been a female U.S. president, Grace decides to run in her school's mock election, 
where she learns about the American electoral system and sets out to be the best person for the job even though her 
opponent, Thomas, seems to be winning all the boys' votes.  Easy Fiction.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 2.0
Goodman, Susan E.  See How They Run: Campaign Dreams, Election Schemes, and the Race to the White House.  
New York:  Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2008.


Provides a short history of Democracy, explains the process by which presidential campaigns are conducted, and 
discusses why citizens should exercise their right to vote.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 6.1

Gutman, Dan.  The Kid Who Ran for President.   New York, NY: Scholastic, 1996.  


Tells how 12 year-old Judson Moon runs for President.  Fiction.      

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 6.2
Kennedy, Edward M.  My Senator and Me: a Dog's-eye View of Washington, D.C.  New York: Scholastic Press, 2006


Senator Edward M. Kennedy's dog, Champion Amigo's Seventh Wave, or Splash, introduces readers to 
Washington, D.C., as he follows the senator around for a day.  Easy Fiction.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 5.0
Sachar, Louis, 1954-. Marvin Redpost: Class President. New York: Random House, c1999.

Even though they have all come to school in holey clothes, Marvin and his third grade class manage to impress 
their surprise visitor--the President of the United States.  Fiction.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 2.8
Smith, Lane.  Madame President.  New York: Hyperion Books for Children, c2008

A little girl imagines what her day would be like if she were President of the United States. Fiction


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.6
Spier, Peter.  We the People:  the Constitution of the United States of America.  Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, c1987.

Contains an introductory essay, color illustrations portraying the words of the Preamble, and the text of the 
Constitution.   


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.1
Stier, Catherine.  If I Ran for President.  Morton Grove, ILL: Albert Whitman and Co., 2007.


Several children imagine what it would be like to run for U.S. president, thinking about the fun parts, such as 
appearing on T-shirts and bumper stickers, and the work, including studying the nation's problems and debating 
issues.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.6
Thomas, William David.  What are the Parts of Government?  Pleasantville, NY: Gareth Stevens Pub., 2008.

Introduces students to the three branches of American government, their individual powers and responsibilities, 
and why each branch must work together.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.2

Thomas, William David.  What is a Constitution?  Pleasantville, NY: Gareth Stevens Pub., 2008.

Presents a brief history of the U.S. Constitution and the laws that govern the nation; and includes diagrams, maps, 
charts, and time lines.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.6

Unit Four:  How does the Constitution protect our basic rights?


(Freedom of expression, freedom of religion, equal protection, due process, 
right to vote)
Allen, Kathy.  The U.S. Constitution.  Mankato, Minn. : Capstone Press, c2007.

Simple text and photographs introduce the U.S. Constitution, its history, and significance.


Interest Level:
K-3
Reading Level: 2.4
Atkins, Jeannine.   Anne Hutchinson's Way.  New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 2007.

A fictionalized episode from the life of Anne Hutchinson, who arrived with her family in 
Massachusetts in 1634, 
but was soon banished for holding religious meetings and teaching ideas with which Puritan ministers disagreed. 
Fiction.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.1
Avi.  Nothing but the Truth: A Documentary Novel.  New York: Orchard Books, c1991.

A ninth-grader's suspension for singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national news 
story. Fiction.


Interest Level:  Young Adult
Battle-Lavert, Gwendolyn.  Papa’s Mark.  New York: Holiday House, 2003.

After his son helps him learn to write his name, Samuel T. Blow goes to the courthouse in his Southern town 
to cast his ballot on the first Election Day ever on which African-Americans were allowed to vote. Easy Fiction.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.8
Bauer, Marion Dane.  Land of the Buffalo Bones: the Diary of Mary Ann Elizabeth Rodgers, an English Girl in 
Minnesota.  New York: Scholastic, 2003.


Fourteen-year-old Polly Rodgers keeps a diary of her 1873 journey from England to Minnesota as part of a 
colony 
of eighty people seeking religious freedom, and of their first year struggling to make a life there, led by her father, 
a Baptist minister. (Dear America series) Fiction.


Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 6.4
Clements, Andrew.  The Landry News: A Brand New School Story.  New York: Aladdin Paperbacks, 2000, c1999

A fifth-grader starts a newspaper with an editorial that prompts her burnt-out classroom teacher to really begin 
teaching again, but he is later threatened with disciplinary action as a result. Fiction.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 6.1
Christelow, Eileen.  Vote!  New York: Clarion Books, c2003

Using a campaign for mayor as an example, shows the steps involved in an election, from the candidate's speeches 
and rallies, to the voting booth where every vote counts, to the announcement of the winner. Easy Fiction.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level:
3.6
Coles, Robert.  The Story of Ruby Bridges.  New York: Scholastic, c1995

For months six-year-old Ruby Bridges must confront the hostility of white parents when she becomes the first 
African American girl to integrate Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans in 1960.

Interest Level:  K-3
Reading Level: 5.4
Jarrow, Gail.  The Printer's Trial: the Case of John Peter Zenger and the Fight for a Free Press.  Honesdale, Penn.: 
Calkins Creek Books, 2006.


Chronicles the events surrounding John Peter Zenger's 1735 arrest and trial for seditious libel against the British 
royal governor and explains how the case laid the groundwork for America's freedom of the press. 

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 6.7
Leavitt, Amie Jane.  The Bill of Rights in Translation:  What it Really Means.  Mankato, Minn.: Capstone Press, 
c2009

Presents the Bill of Rights in both its original version and in a translated version using everyday language; 
and 
describes the events that led to the creation of the document and its significance through history.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.9

King, David C. Freedom of Assembly. Brookfield, Conn.: Millbrook Press, 1997

Focuses on freedom of assembly and its close link to freedom of expression as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights.  
(Land of the Free series)

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 6.8
King Mitchell, Margaree.  Granddaddy's Gift. [Mahwah, N.J.] : BridgeWater Books, 1997.

When her grandfather registers to vote while living in segregated Mississippi, an Afro-American girl begins to 
understand why he insists that she attend school. Easy Fiction.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 4.2
Krensky, Stephen.  The Printer's Apprentice.  New York: Delacorte Press, 1995.


In 1735 in New York City, a young printer's apprentice learns about the importance of freedom of speech when the 
printer Peter Zenger is arrested and tried for writing articles criticizing the government.  Fiction.


Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.8
Littlesugar, Amy.  Freedom School, Yes!  New York: Philomel Books, c2001.


When their house is attacked because her mother volunteered to take in the young white woman who has come to 
teach African-American children at the Freedom School, Jolie is afraid, but she overcomes her fear after learning 
the value of education.  Easy Fiction.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.3
McCully, Emily Arnold.  The Ballot Box Battle.  New York: Dragonfly Books, 1998.


Cordelia learns a lesson about the rights and abilities of girls and women when she spends time taking care of 
Jules, a horse belonging to nineteenth century feminist Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  Easy Fiction.


Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 2.8
Thomas, William David.  How Do We Elect Our Leaders? Pleasantville, NY : G. Stevens, 2008.

Explains how the president, members of Congress, and state officials are elected and discusses the importance of 
voting.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.5
Unit Five:  What are the responsibilities of citizens?


(Role of US in the world today, responsibilities of citizens, common good)

Catalano, Angela.  Community Spirit: Symbols of Citizenship in Communities. New York: PowerKids Press, 2005.

Explains how symbols strengthen small and large communities and presents examples of symbols, including holidays, fairs, flags, songs, and documents such as the Declaration of Independence.
Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.3
De Capua, Sarah.   Becoming a Citizen.  New York: Children's Press, c2002.


Photographs and simple text teach young readers what a citizen is, how people can become citizens, how to apply 
for naturalization, and what it takes to pass the citizenship test.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 3.0
De Capua, Sarah. Serving on a Jury.  New York: Children’s Press. 2002.


Photographs and text describe for young readers what it is like to serve on a jury.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.9
Grodin, Elissa.  Everyone Counts: A Citizen’s Number Book. Chelsea, MI: Sleeping Bear Press: Thomson/Gale, 
c2006.

Counts from one to twelve and by tens from twenty to one hundred and teaches about citizenship and the U.S. government in rhyming text and informative sidebars.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 5.3
Herold, Maggie Rugg.  A Very Important Day.  New York:  Morrow, 1995.


Two-hundred nineteen people from thirty-two different countries make their way to downtown New York in a 
snow storm to be sworn in as citizens of the United States. Easy Fiction.

Interest Level: K-3
Reading Level: 3.0
Kielburger, Marc and Craig Kielburger. Take Action! : A Guide to Active Citizenship.  Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & 
Sons, c2002.


A practical guide for young people on getting involved in social issues, explaining how to hold meetings, write 
letters, speak in public, create surveys, write petitions, and raise public awareness, support, and funds for such 
causes as children's rights and HIV/AIDS.  


Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 5.5
Lewis, Barbara.  What Do You Stand For? For Kids: a Guide to Building Character.  Free Spirit Pub., p2005.


Information for children on establishing positive character traits such as citizenship, cooperation, fairness, 
forgiveness, honesty, respect, and more.


Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 7.3
Luthringer. Chelsea.  So what is Citizenship Anyway?  New York: Rosen Pub. Group/Rosen Central, 2001

Discusses citizenship and how its rights, duties, and practices affect individuals, groups, and society as a whole.


Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 5.5
Our Country's Founders : a Book of Advice for Young People, edited with commentary by William J. Bennett. New 
York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, c1998. 


A book of advice from our nation's founders on how to be a good citizen and a worthy member of civil society

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 5.5
Provensen, Alice.  MyFellow Americans: a Family Album.  San Diego: Browndeer Press, c1995

Tableaus and portraits of many of the individuals who have influenced American history, culture, and character 
from the times of the early settlers to the present.

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 6.8
Skog, Jason.  Cartoon Nation Presents Citizenship.  New York: Capstone Press, p2008.


Illustrations, cartoons, and text teach children about citizenship in America, explaining what it means to be an 
American citizen, what the benefits of being a citizen are, how immigrants can become citizens, and other related 
topics.

Interest Level: 5-8
Reading Level: 5.8
Stand Up, Speak Out: a Book About Children's Rights.  Two-Can Pub., p2002.


A collection of children's writings on children's rights in celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention on 
the Rights of a Child, which was passed due to UNICEF's efforts.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 5.5
Thomas, William David.  What are Citizens’ Basic Rights?  Pleasantville, NY : Gareth Stevens, 2008.

Teaches younger students the freedoms that are offered in the Bill of Rights, including the meaning of freedom 
and speech and religion.

Interest Level: 3-6
Reading Level: 4.6
A World in Our Hands: In Honor of the 50th Anniversary of the United Nations: Young People of the World.


The world's children created the art and text for this wonderful celebration of the 50th anniversary of the United 
Nations. It educates young readers about the work of the UN and challenges readers to be better global citizens.

Teaching Strategy: Have students collect current events that recount evidence of good citizenship from around 
the world or have the students identify global problems and come up with plans to begin solving them while 
simulating a UN General Session.


Interest Level: Young Adult
Out of print, check your school or local library  
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